
Seattle Modern Quilt Guild Meeting Minutes 

May 12, 2021 

  
Attendance 71 members attended  
 
Call to order – Katie opened the meeting at 7:00 PM 
  
Membership Update: 180 members as of this meeting, including 1 new member this month 
  
SMQG website: SeattleModernQuiltGuild.com 

● Be sure to follow the guild by entering your email on the website so you can receive 
notifications of blog posts and other information sent directly to your email. Note: If you 
have not yet received the May Salsa BOM blog post sent via email, please go to the 
SMQG website and enter your email on the right side of the page, under “Follow this 
blog”. 

National MQG Website  

● Join the Seattle MQG Circle - This is where meeting minutes are posted as well as on 
the blog 

o Instructions how to access the Circle are on the blog under “Membership” 
o Print membership cards from the Circle, which can provide discounts at local quilt 

shops. Updated membership cards are now accessible. 
o Membership directory is posted there (please do not share with others) 
o For instructions on how to access the circle go to our local guild’s 

blog:  https://seattlemodernquiltguild.com/membership/joining-the-seattle-mqg-
circle 

● Check out the monthly content from the MQG - Block Study, Quilt of the Month, 
Webinars 

● Find episodes of Fresh Quilting and recorded webinars (Resources section)  
● Watch for the latest MQG Journal (formerly named Modern Monthly) for webinar 

offerings, quilt patterns and other resources 
● Upload photos of guild events and quilts for possible use on the guild Facebook and 

Instagram pages 

 
May Speaker: Teresa Duryea Wong  
Teresa’s talk was entitled “Hello Modern Art. Meet Antique Quilts”.  She is a serious 
researcher and recognized scholar, who brings quilt history alive. After working in television 
news, magazine publishing, and 20 plus years in the corporate world, she turned to her passion 
– quilting. In 2014, Teresa earned a Master of Liberal Studies degree from Rice University. She 
was named the ‘Faith P. and Charles L. Bybee Foundation Scholar’ by the Bybee Foundation 
and the Texas Quilt Museum. She is author of four nonfiction quilt history books covering 
Japanese quilts and textiles, as well as American quilt history and cotton farming. A 5th book is 
due out late in 2021. She is a regular contributor of quilt history articles for Curated Quilts 
magazine. Learn more at: https://TeresaDuryeaWong.com  

● The talk began with an informative background art history of modern art from its 
beginnings to becoming firmly entrenched in museums and art collections. She then 
provided side-by-side slides of modern art created by well-known artists and antique 
quilts with similar aspects. It was fascinating to see the comparisons, and easy to 
imagine the possibility of the artists having been influenced by quilts from their 
childhood.  

https://seattlemodernquiltguild.com/membership/joining-the-seattle-mqg-circle
https://seattlemodernquiltguild.com/membership/joining-the-seattle-mqg-circle
https://teresaduryeawong.com/


● In 1971 the Whitney Museum of American Art held an exhibit of ‘abstract quilts’ collected 
by Jonathan Holstein and Gail van der Hoof. The exhibit was an overwhelming success 
both during that exhibit and as it travelled throughout the country. This year is its 50th 
anniversary, and the exhibit is being shown virtually by the International Quilt Museum 
through Sept. 4, 2021.  

● The notion of folk art versus fine art was discussed. Teresa suggested that it may have 
started during a time when folk art was not appreciated due to a lack of formal training, 
as opposed to that of fine art. She believes there has been a change in attitude now that 
so many professional quilters are teaching throughout the world.  
  

Announcements 
● Matt Macomber, one of our previous guild presidents, has an exhibit at PNW Quilts and 

Fiber Arts Museum in La Conner. The show runs until July 4, 2021. He and David 
Owens Hastings, another of our outstanding guild presidents, will be discussing 5 of 
Matt’s quilts on May 26 via Zoom. While the actual talk is now full, we will be emailing 
members with information on how to access the recorded talk. 

● Virtual sew-ins for April through August are still open, and it’s not too late to sign up! You  
can email Elizabeth Burstad-Morgan at seattlemodernquiltguild@gmail.com if you’d like 
to participate.  

● The Global Quilt Connection Sampler Platter is offering free 15-minute workshops on 
May 22-23rd, available free for all SMQG members. Katie will be sending an email with 
details next week. 

● There is a new summer swap heading our way! The theme is “Friendship Mini-Mini 
Swap”. The creation should be no more than 7” x 7”. Jackie Benedetti and Martha 
Peterson are planning to pair swap partners to encourage making new friends. Sign-ups 
will begin on May 14th, with a blog and details coming shortly. 

 
Programs 

● Upcoming speakers/workshops: 
o Wednesday June 9th: Along with our business meeting, we will have a 

representative from the Modern Quilt Guild on how to navigate their website and 
resources. 

o Saturday June 12th from 10-noon, Jenny Haynes will be speaking on ‘The 
Evolution of the Curve’. There were some questions about whether the talk would 
be recorded, and Noelle or Elizabeth will send an email with that information. 

o Saturday, June 19th. The Skinny Inset Strips workshop is full, but members can 
add their names to the waitlist in case some slots open. 

o The Greenwood Senior Center has been booked for our December Holiday Party 
if we decide to have that event. 

 
Giving Quilts 

● Jana reported on the Kitchen Sink! Orphan blocks. They are loving what has been 
received, and encourage members to continue donating any orphan block(s), workshop 
samples, scrappy blocks you may want to sew in order to make a small dent in your 
scrap pile. Any style, any size, any leftovers will be welcome. 

● Blocks should be mailed to Jana Royal at 3230 NW 69th St., Seattle, WA 98117. 

  
2021 Block of the Month: Month 5 is Text Message, a word or phrase challenge. Katie has 
shared lots of resources and ideas in the May BOM blog.  Remember to use the IG hashtag 
#seamqgsalsabom when you’ve finished one of the month pieces. 

https://www.internationalquiltmuseum.org/exhibition/adaq50
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Sew & Tell: Another group of fantastic quilts were shown. Be sure to check them out in the May 
meeting slides! 

● Remember to send photos and stories anytime to  seattlemodernquiltguild@gmail.com. 
It would help Katie if you can send your photos to the Guild email 
(seattlemodernquiltguild.com) by 6:00 PM on the Monday before the meeting so she can 
add them to the meeting slides.  

● Don’t forget to tag your work using #SeattleMQGMay2021 
Our next meeting is June 9th, with the guest speaker scheduled for June 12th. See you 
then! 
  
Meeting adjourned at 8:55. 
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